happen. All those who have no thought of the nation t>ut only of
themselves may make a bid for power and get together the turbulent
forces with which they would seek to gain control somewhere and
somehow. I should hope that with the complete, final and honest
withdrawal of the British power, the wise leaders will realize their
responsibility, forget their differences for the moment and set up a
provisional government out of the material left by the British power.
As there would be no power regulating the admission or rejection
-ajof parties or persons to or from the Council board, restraint alone
will be the guide. If that happens probably the Congress, the League
and the States representatives will be allowed to function and they
will come to a loose understanding on the formation of provisional
national government. All this is necessarily guesswork and nothing
more.
2.    Q.   Would that Indian national government permit the United
Nations to use Indian   territory as a base   of  military   operations
against Japan and other Axis powers?
A.   Assuming that the  national government is formed and if
it answers my expectations, its first act would be to enter into a
^treaty with the  United   Nations   for  defensive   operations   against
^aggressive powers, it being common cause that India will have no-
thing to do with any of the Fascist powers and India would be morally
bound to help the United Nations.
3.    Q.   What further assistance would this Indian national govern-
ment be ready to render the United Nations in the course of the
present war against the Fascist aggressors?
A. If I have any hand in guiding the imagined national govern-
ment, there would be no further assistance save the toleration of the
United Nations on the Indian soil under well-defined conditions.
.Naturally there will be no prohibition against any Indian giving his
-%wn personal help by way of being a recruit or/and of giving financial
aid. It should be understood that the Indian army has been dis-
banded with the withdrawal of British power. Again if I have any
say in the councils of the national government, all its power, prestige
and resources would be used towards bringing about world peace.
But, of course, after the formation of the national government my
voice may be a voice in the wilderness and nationalist India may go
war-mad.
4.    Q.   Do you believe this collaboration between India and the
Allied powers might or should be formulated in a treaty of alliance
or an agreement for mutual aid?
A. I think the question is altogether premature, and in any case
it will not much matter whether the relations are regulated by treaty
or agreement. I do not even see any difference.
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